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Unsuccessful Olympians kEEF K REETF]

Losers But Winners £ ¥ RIZ

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P FHERESS, RGN
For most athletes winning is everything.

Phrases like ‘nice guys come last’ and ‘there are no prizes for second place’
underline the competitive spirit and will to win that consume most
athletes.

However here in the UK we also have a soft spot for gallant losers; those
sportsmen and women who put themselves forward even though they have
little or no chance of competitive success.

The most famous British heroic loser is undoubtedly Eddie ‘The Eagle’
Edwards, the short-sighted plasterer who represented Britain at the 1988
Winter Olympics in the ski-jumping competition.

Edwards entered the event despite having no funding, ski boots that didn’t fit
him, and being barely able to see the end of the jump due to his much-
needed glasses fogging up.

Needless to say, he finished last in every competition but won the hearts of
fans all over the world for his endearing optimism and never-say-die spirit.
Years have passed since ‘The Eagle’ last soared but a new generation of
lovable losers have proved themselves (or not) on the Olympic stage.

Eric ‘The Eel’ Moussambani represented Equatorial Guinea in the 100m
swimming competition at the 2000 Sydney Olympics, having been selected by
a wildcard draw designed to encourage developing countries.

Moussambani came last with a time more than double that of the race winner,
and set a new Olympic record for the slowest time to complete the event.
“The last 15 metres were very difficult,” said ‘The Eel’, who took up
swimming only eight months before the Olympics and had never seen a 50m
pool before.

Moussambani won the hearts of fans and media alike with his plucky
attitude. Will Beijing 2008 give the world another noble failure to love?
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Glossary JICE

competitive spirit — THFEIR

will to win — BEFR] gy

have a soft spot — E%FEAN (¥

gallant losers — BR¥], FHEM

put themselves forward — BXH
#

heroic loser — BEUFIRME

short-sighted plasterer — ¥T#LK#
RITA

ski-jumping competition — Bk&¥%

funding — %#& foggingup —EE7T, BAMET
endearing — EATEK soared — & T
eel — 8 wildcard draw — 4RI, kS 5%

BLhEE

developing countries — KB EZK

Olympic record — BiZLF

took up — Fif

won the hearts — /8 T WAL

plucky attitude — B4 E R KIXEH

noble failure — £2F K LK E

1. Reading Quiz |72

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. Most athletes are motivated by the desire to win.
2. Culturally, the people of Britain have no time for losers.

3. Eddie ‘The Eagle’ took part in the 1988 Summer Olympics.

True / False

True / False

4. His ski boots didn't fit and his vision wasn't very good. True / False

5. Eric Moussambani had very little experience of swimming before he went to

the Olympics. True 7/ False
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2. Phrasal Verbs 5Gi&ziA

Look at the phrasal verbs below. Can you match them to their
definitions?

HE TIEES, ERES % 8K XA NREXR.

1. to take up a. to participate in an event

2. to fog up b. to start a new hobby for the first
time

3. to put yourself forward c. to become misty or affected by
condensation

4. to take part in d. to volunteer for something

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the phrasal verbs.
WAEE A D ERFEA B SERCT S48 T

1. There’s so much steam in this room that my glasses have

2. | decided to for the job even though it would be a real
challenge.

3. She badminton six months ago.

4. England didn’t the Euro 2008 football tournament after

failing to qualify.
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3. Ildioms MJRHAE

Look at the idioms below. Each one is connected to the word lose
Match the idiom to its definition.

HE FIIIBRAE, ENMEREEX.

TR RS & B RE X MK .

1. to lose your shirt a. to become angry

2. to lose your temper b. to lose a lot of money

3. to lose your marbles c. to be embarrassed by something
4. to lose face d. to go insane

Now complete the sentences below by using one of the idioms above.
AEFH UL ERFEA IERR T FIAT.

1. My grandfather and had to be taken to a special hospital.

2. Don’t and shout at your students.

3. Speaking English badly in front of my classmates makes me

4. | went to a casino in Las Vegas and
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4. Wordsearch HiA#Z

Try to find the words associated with competition in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THE PRI T, kil 5 A R MIEE IR .
FHE104 8, HARFTAAREUKTH (g) BER (1) BXAR (m) A HB.

a || o |s |e |(r |b |s |I O |w |cC
a || u |h |b e |w | |p |g m|f |h
h e |r |o |i c |y |n g |l h |u

winner loser optimism heroic gallant
record failure success slow last
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz A% 2. Phrasal Verbs % i)

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Look at the phrasal verbs below. Can you match them to
correct answer. their definitions?

UTHTFHALEALR? HEHERER. WE TIEESHE, EHENS% B R X NEXK.

1. Most athletes are motivated by the desire to win.
True

PONPE
vaooc

2. Culturally, the people of Britain have no time for
losers. False
Now complete the sentences below by using one of the
3. Eddie ‘The Eagle’ took part in the 1988 Summer phrasal verbs.
Olympics. False
BAEE H BN EES FSE R T A F .
4. His ski boots didn't fit and his vision wasn't very
good. True 1. There’s so much steam in this room that my glasses have
foaged up.
5. Eric Moussambani had very little experience of
swimming before he went to the Olympics. True 2. | decided to put myself forward for the job even though
it would be a real challenge.

3. She took up badminton six months ago.

4. England didn’t take part in the Euro 2008 football
tournament after failing to qualify.

3. Idioms JBHE 4. Wordsearch BRia#%R
Look at the idioms below. Each one is connected Il lo|ls |e]|Tr s|l |o|w

to the word lose

Match the idiom to its definition. hlelr|lolilec
EE THIIBHE, eMNE— M ENRE lose XK. a o
S r | p

R STE SR H HE SO N

w u e Il a|s |t
1b i c c a i
2.a
3.d n c o) n m
4.c n e r t i
Now complete the sentences below by using one € S d S
of the idioms above. r s m
IAEEH L EMEAN I ERRTAAOT. flali |l lulr]|e

1. My grandfather lost his marbles and had to be
taken to a special hospital.

2. Don’t lose your temper and shout at your
students.

3. Speaking English badly in front of my classmates
makes me lose face.

4. | went to a casino in Las Vegas and lost my shirt.
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